
Reflections

Of all that was 
and is to come

The present holds 
the Mind and Cause

Hymn 391

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. 
is excited about what is 
coming down the line. RVR 

is an organization committed to 
supporting individuals labeled with 
developmental disabilities, and we 
are always seeking new ways to 
provide Christian Science resources 
and support to individuals and 
families. We look forward to an 
eventful future full of enrichment 
activities and other ways to serve.

In addition, we are pleased 
to announce that in the coming 
year we plan to hire an Executive 
Director. This individual will 
work closely with the Board 

of Directors to strengthen and 
expand RVR’s outreach and pro-
grams. To request a job descrip-
tion and application, please contact 
the RVR office at 518-668-3668 or 
rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com.

This issue of the newsletter fea-
tures our recent reunion, which 
was a wonderful opportunity to 
come together and remember what 
RVR is all about: everlasting love 
and expressing our limitless nature 
as reflections of God, good. We 
hope you’ll enjoy the memories 
and anticipate the bountiful future 
along with us.

The present is ours; 
the future, big with events.
Miscellaneous Writings by Mary Baker Eddy, p. 12

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your donations enable us to provide services and 
support to individuals labeled with developmental disabilities who have chosen Christian Science as a way of life.

Riding the zip line at Cedars family camp

News and progress from Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. Autumn 2013
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RVR Services
Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization. Your donations enable us to provide services and 
support to individuals labeled with developmental disabili-
ties who have chosen Christian Science as a way of life.

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc.
Sandra McNeill
Executive Director
518-668-3668
rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com
www.rainbowvalleyranch.org

RVR is hiring an 
Executive Director

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is looking 
for a talented individual to direct RVR 
operations, innovate programs, and 
plan fundraising initiatives. To request 
a job description and application, please 
contact the RVR office at 518-668-3668 or 
rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com.

RVR Board of Directors

Provide subscriptions to the Christian Science publica-

tions including the Quarterly, Full Text Bible Lesson, 

Sentinel, and Journal.

Assist with Christian Science practitioner bills.

Find and provide information that could lead to 

more adequate support of individual needs, tutoring, 

training, and freedom.

Provide encouragement and direction for families by 

arranging someone to talk or correspond with about 

unique approaches to greater independence and 

freedom.

Arrange personal contacts and visits with fellow 

Christian Scientists who are interested in supporting 

progress and enrichment for individuals in need.

Provide information to families needing to find new 

living arrangements for individuals in their care.

Provide financial assistance for respite and enrich-

ment activities (such as tuition for individuals and 

chaperones to attend a family camp for Christian 

Scientists).

Provide one-time financial assistance for individuals 

to make arrangements to move to a Christian Science 

facility, which will support their spiritual growth, prog-

ress, and greater independence and freedom.

Sharon Carper
Ballwin, Missouri
Jeffrey Cornelius
Alton, Illinois
Brady Fyfe
O’Fallon, Missouri
Gary Mercer
Timonium, Maryland

Joy Schmoll
Evanston, Illinois
Ann Voges
Converse, Texas
Bonniesue Wadleigh
Elgin, Illinois
Heather Woodman
Salisbury, Maryland

I cannot thank you enough for your 
generous check and aid for our 
practitioner bills. Our daughter has 
progressed through the years with 
Christian Science treatments and I 
would certainly have given up hope 
without the help of God and the 
support I received. I hope someday 
to be able to write a testimony about 
all the challenges that have been met.

With great gratitude, Anne

mailto:rainbowvalleyranch.org?subject=Clicked%20link%20in%20the%20newsletter
http://rainbowvalleyranch.org


Reunions are the perfect reminder that “time is no part of 

eternity” (Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures by 

Mary Baker Eddy, p. 468). The years fell effortlessly away 

this past July as RVR staff, Ranchers, friends, and board 

members reunited on the original Ranch property in Hadley, 

New York. In this special reunion spread we share memories 

from two people who knew the Ranch well: Holly, who 

worked at RVR with the Ranchers, and Sarah, who spent her 

childhood on the Ranch. Their words reflect the powerful, 

loving purpose that characterized Rainbow Valley Ranch, 

the residence, and that continues to permeate its work 

as a nonprofit organization supporting individuals labeled 

with developmental disabilities who have chosen Christian 

Science as their way of life.

Together at the RVR Reunion

… time 
is no part 

of eternity.
S&H 468



RVR Memories
by Holly Godfrey

I am so happy I attended the 
RVR Reunion. It was wonderful 
to be reunited with Ranchers, 

staff, and board members. I worked 
at RVR in 1985 and 1991–95, and 
being back at the Ranch brought 
back wonderful memories from the 
days that Rainbow Valley Ranch 
was a loving home and an institu-
tion deeply rooted in the practice of 
Christian Science.

The founders of Rainbow Valley 
Ranch, June and Doug Dickinson 
and Joy Parker, were all profes-
sional educators and never accepted 
the claim that any Rancher could 
not learn basic skills and be a full 
contributor to the Ranch commu-
nity. They endeavored to make life 
at the Ranch a well-rounded expe-
rience, which meant that in addi-
tion to studying traditional school 
subjects such as reading and math, 
the Ranchers helped with work 
around the Ranch. June and Laurie 
Lambert worked with Ranchers 

in the kitchen, patiently teaching 
them how to prep meals, measure 
and mix ingredients, and clean up 
afterward. Doug made “jigs” in 
the woodshop so Ranchers could 
safely and accurately use power 
tools to make things to use around 
the Ranch. Sandy Redfern helped 
Ranchers use stencils to make slate 
signs and cards to sell, encouraging 
them to add their own unique 
touch to each piece. Joy patiently 
worked on increasing everyone’s 
reading skills, as well as teaching 
them to garden and to prepare the 
bounty for the table.

Most importantly, Ranchers 
learned to trust God to help them 
figure out what to do when things 
seemed to go awry. One time, a 
Rancher got separated from the 
group in town. He had learned 
to go into a store and ask for help. 
When they didn’t understand his 
speech, he pulled out his wallet and 
handed them a card with his name, 
address and phone number on it so 
that they could contact the Ranch 
and reunite him with the group. 

His thoughtful solution was a pow-
erful demonstration of God’s care 
and practical guidance.

Christian Science underlay all 
that was done at the Ranch. Every 
morning a staff member and 
Ranchers would gather for spiritual 
study. Acting out the Bible story of 
the disciples caught in the storm on 
the sea was made more real with a 
spray bottle of water producing the 

“waves” crashing into the boat. One 
Rancher would often say a passage 
from the Bible Lesson out loud sev-
eral times and then say, “I love that!” 
Hymns were a part of the daily 
routine, sung as grace at meals, in 
the van on the way to church, and 
when working through a challenge. 
There were healings large and small 
as Ranchers learned to pray for 
themselves and others, and how 
to call a practitioner for extra help. 
One Rancher had a lovely healing 
of diagnosed kidney stones when 
she got a clearer view of loving her 
neighbor.

Even though the setting of 
Rainbow Valley Ranch has changed, 
I know that the solid foundation 
of Christian Science and practical 
skills that the Ranchers learned at 
the Ranch will continue to carry 
them forward toward final freedom.

Thank you for 
your donations 
that enable RVR to 
provide enrichment 
activities and 
support for Christian 
Scientists working to 
heal developmental 
disabilities.

$5,593
Family Camp for 
7 campers and
6 chaperones

The reunion continues!
We would love to hear from you! To share your memories of 

Rainbow Valley Ranch, reconnect with former staff and Ranchers, 

and offer support for the ongoing work of RVR, email us at 

rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com and share your thoughts on our 

Facebook page, facebook.com/RainbowValleyRanch

Singing hymns around the campfire at the RVR Reunion
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Coming Home
by Sarah Bell 

“I see that face, and I’m home. 
That barn, this path, these 
trees.” Those were the words 

of Emily, and my thoughts exactly, 
as she embraced me in one of her 
bear hugs. We were at the RVR 
Reunion, visiting the Ranch that 
Emily, Art, Matt, Liz, Margie, and I 
called home for many years.

My father began working at 
Rainbow Valley Ranch in 1996, and 
my mother joined him on the staff 
two years later. I was a wide-eyed 
four-year-old who had no idea the 
paradise I was about to discover.

I usually accompanied my par-
ents in whatever they were doing 
with the Ranchers—making meals, 
driving places, going to the YMCA. 
But when I wasn’t with my par-
ents, I was with Dani, the daughter 
of Fran, another one of the Ranch 
staff. We were as enriched by the 
Ranch as the Ranchers themselves. 
We clambered over the wooden 
fences that lined the horse fields 

and climbed the big birch tree 
across from the Main house. We’d 
run through the grasses in the 
fields, looking for wild strawber-
ries and picking up a fallen feather 
or robin’s egg. Sometimes we’d 
see Art or Matt out on the lawn, 
playing catch with a baseball or 
football. We might throw a ball 
once or twice, but that was just en 
route to the trampoline, where we 
jumped for what seemed like hours. 
We went to the art studio and 
found half-used bottles of acrylic 
paint, wedges of wood framing, 
jars of nails, and stacks of greeting 
cards that the Ranchers had made, 
stamped with images of strawber-
ries and doves.

After days filled with work and 
adventure, everyone came together 
for a home-cooked dinner in the 
Ranch kitchen. We’d sit around on 
the wooden benches at the round 
table, backed by the vines of potted 
plants on the windowsills. We held 
hands for grace, then sent the food 
around our faithful lazy susan. I 
don’t remember much about what 
was said, but I remember a lot of 
hearty laughs and entertaining 
stories.

After dinner some nights, 
Tom would conduct the orches-
tral greats—the symphonies of 
Beethoven and Tchaikovsky—and 
the floor of the sun room became a 
stage as I sashayed and spun from 
one end of the room to the other. 

Other nights, we might all join in a 
lively square dance or a hymn sing 
with Joy playing the electric organ. 
Other times, I’d find a place on the 
couch to watch what everyone was 
watching on TV—though at a risk 
... tickling could almost always be 
guaranteed!

As I progressed in school I 
began to appreciate time with the 
Ranchers at the In-Town Learning 
Center in Glens Falls. The center 
was a place where we’d do math 
problems and read. Sometimes 
we’d pass around the Christian 
Science Bible Lesson and each read 
a section aloud.

On Sundays, my parents and I 
saw the Ranchers at the Christian 
Science church in Glens Falls, and 
after church we would often have 
lunch together and then go to the 
YMCA, where Margie and I would 
play catch with a basketball while 
Emily and Liz swam laps in the 
pool. Sunday afternoons with the 
Ranchers were a constant in my 
life. Years passed, and the Ranch 
changed leadership and was even-
tually sold, but I always looked 
forward to seeing the Ranchers 
after church, which is why church 
is more than a religious institution 
to me—it is a way to reconnect with 
people who are like my brothers 
and sisters. The Ranch itself 
became more than just my parents’ 
workplace and my childhood para-
dise—it was a promise fulfilled.

$2,668
RVR Reunion 
Weekend for
30 attendees, 
including 
6 former 
Ranchers

$748
Trip to 
Church Alive 
Conference for 
4 individuals and 
1 chaperone

$216
Subscriptions to 
the Bible Lesson 
for 1 individual 
and the
Sentinel for 
5 former 
Ranchers

$10,756
Total funds 
disbursed by 
RVR since 
January 2013

$1,531
C.S. Nursing 
Services for
1 individual and 
C.S. Practitioner 
fees for another 
individual

Donations can be 
made online by visiting 
rainbowvalleyranch.org

or mailing a check to

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc.
P.O. Box 768
Warrensburg, NY 12885

Receive your newsletter via email
By subscribing to the RVR newsletter via email you help us save resources and use more of your donations to directly 
support individuals with claims of developmental disabilities. Email us at rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com to request 
to have your newsletter delivered electronically.
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Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc.
P.O. Box 768
Warrensburg, NY 12885

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

For many years, Rainbow 

Valley Ranch, Inc. has 

provided funds for 

chaperones and individuals 

to attend a family camp 

for Christian Scientists. 

The theme at Cedars 

Camps, which Wellspring 

Gardens and another 

individual attended this 

year, was “put your whole 

self in,” a sentiment that 

perfectly suited the 

family camp experience 

of trying new things and 

expressing our complete 

and limitless nature. The 

following reflections touch 

on how transformative 

an experience Christian 

Science family camp is, 

and RVR is able to provide 

these opportunities 

because of your donations 

and support. Thank you!

One morning at Cedars 
Camps I saw a spider in 

the sink. I realized how afraid spiders made 
me feel. I felt so tense from fear of the image 
we get of spiders from the horror movies that 
I found myself correcting my thought imme-
diately and throughout the day to know that 
the media exploits animals to portray them 
as enemies. Someone reminded me that “all 
of God’s creatures, moving in the harmony of 
Science, are harmless, useful, indestructible.” 
This line from Science and Health (p. 514) 
always brings me a sense of dominion and 
the fear of spiders left me completely by the 
end of the week spent at Cedars.

Nicole, RVR camper

Healing

Everyone enjoyed performing in the Cedars family camp talent show

Family 
Camp 

[at Camps Newfound/
Owatonna] is the highest 
point in the year for John 
and the most profound and 
meaningful life experience 
for him which I can imagine. 
It has lasting effects—as it 
also does for the family mem-
bers who accompany him and 
help him to take advantage of 
everything offered there. I am 
humbly grateful for the finan-
cial assistance from RVR …

Marilyn, John’s mother

Gratitude
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Family Camp 


