
Reflections

Every step of 
progress is a step 

more spiritual.
People’s Idea of God 

by Mary Baker Eddy

Evidences of progress and of 
spiritualization greet us on 
every hand.
Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker Eddy

Rainbow Valley Ranch, 
Inc. has seen the idea 
that “progress is the law of 

God” (S&H p. 233) immeasurably 
expressed the past several months. 
On the heels of this progress comes 
deep gratitude for everything that 
is unfolding.

Thank you to everyone who 
reached out to RVR during the 
process of hiring our new presi-
dent. We were deeply moved by the 
sincerity and generosity expressed 
by everyone who contacted us. 
The RVR family is delighted to 

introduce you to Todd Herzer, 
whose strong business back-
ground, ongoing investment in 
the Christian Science community, 
and warm approach to working 
with others has already been an 
immense blessing to the organiza-
tion. Turn to page 2 to hear from 
him directly.

We so look forward to a bright 
future for RVR. “When the destina-
tion is desirable, expectation speeds 
our progress” (S&H p. 426). Stay 
tuned for more exciting develop-
ments on the RVR horizon!

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your donations enable us to provide services and 
support to individuals labeled with developmental disabilities who have chosen Christian Science as a way of life.

News and progress from Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. Spring 2014

Feeding the ducks at a Converse, Texas park



by Todd Herzer, RVR President

W hat a privilege to be 
writing this column as 
the newly appointed 

president of Rainbow Valley Ranch. 
From the moment I began conver-
sations with the board I became 
aware that this is a very special 
organization with a big, caring 
heart for families dealing with 
developmental disabilities.

My initial focus while working 
closely with the board has been 
getting to know the unique role 
that RVR has within the Christian 
Science community, as well as its 
rich history in providing support 
for former ranchers and families 
with special needs.

It has also been inspiring to 
work with the board to generate 
ideas about the future direction 
of RVR. It is a wonderful time to 
be engaged in this type of work 
and we are looking at a number 
of ways to broaden our exposure 
throughout the Christian Science 
community. We are consid-
ering several new ideas including 
training and developing mentors 
to provide hands-on assistance 
for families, providing training to 
create a team of chaperones capable 

of assisting developmentally dis-
abled young people in attending a 
Christian Science summer camp, 
and exploring the possibility of re-
opening a residential facility to pro-
vide experiential learning opportu-
nities and around the clock loving 
support in an atmosphere condu-
cive to healing.

We all love the rich his-
tory behind the name Rainbow 
Valley Ranch and its role in our 
Movement. As we expand our ser-
vices to reach a broader population, 

we are cherishing the idea of a 
new name that better represents 
a nationwide presence. We invite 
everyone to share in this process, 
so if you have an idea for a new 
name feel free to send it to me via 
email at toddherzer@mac.com.

On a final note, as I write this 
we are halfway through the month 
of April which is National Autism 
Awareness Month. You may be 
aware of one of the leading thinkers 
in this area, Temple Grandin, Ph.D. 
Temple, who herself is labeled 
autistic, once said, “The most 
important thing people did for me 
was to expose me to new things.” 
We know the work of Rainbow 
Valley Ranch goes far deeper than 
merely exposing people to new 
things, but think about that won-
derful relationship between a coun-
selor, chaperone, or teacher taking 
the time to expose a special needs 
individual to a new activity or a 
new skill. Isn’t it the tenderness and 
loving qualities expressed in that 
moment that is the essence of our 
healing work at Rainbow Valley 
Ranch? That is the “awareness” that 
I’m celebrating this month.

RVR staff Sandy McNeill and 
Todd Herzer with board members 
Ann, Brady, Sharon, Jeff, Gary, 
Heather, Joy, and Bonniesue.

The freer step, 

the fuller breath, 

The wide horizon’s 

grander view; 

The sense of Life 

that knows no death,— 

The Life that maketh 

all things new.

Hymn 218

Celebrating true awareness



Last fall, several individuals 

that RVR supports enjoyed 

a trip to Wellspring Gardens 

in Texas that included daily 

study of the Bible Lesson, 

visits to a German festival 

and the CS church in New 

Braunfels, and a boat ride 

down the San Antonio River. 

One highlight on the trip 

was the freedom from fear 

demonstrated at a carnival as 

shared below. RVR is able to 

provide these opportunities 

because of your donations 

and support. Thank you!
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I was not want-
ing to go on the 

ride but decided that I did and I 
overcame fear of it. God helped 
me. He told me to just lie still 
and just pray. Laughing thoughts 
came to me while I prayed. I’m 
going to face my fear on other 
rides because I know God is 
going to be with me. ~Liz

Liz thought she 
would be too 

afraid to go on the carnival ride. 
I care about her and that’s why I 
said something. “Conquer your 
fear, you’ve got this.” I did not 
want her to feel afraid. She felt 
my love, which was a reflection 
of God’s love for us all.

~Emily

Texas Trip

SupportHealing

Wellspring Gardens family and RVR friends enjoying dinner while boating

Unlimited and fearless fun.

Together at church
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We are approaching the summer season with gratitude 
in our hearts as we begin making plans to help some 
very special people to enjoy a Christian Science camp 

experience as well as continue our support for families that need 
respite care and other assistance for their loved ones. Here are 
some ways you can help us with these important efforts:

 ▶ Please let us know of someone who can benefit from 
having a Christian Science camp experience. This year 
we are already making arrangements for a group to at-
tend Cedars Camps to enjoy wonderful camp activities 
in an atmosphere supported by Christian Science. This 
year’s dates are August 10–14, 2014. Contact our office at 
rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com or 518-668-3668 for 
further information.

 ▶ We are always grateful for financial contributions that en-
able more people to have a camp experience. But there is 
more to do than helping our friends get to camp. We are 
constantly receiving requests for financial support to help 
families pay practitioner bills, keep up their subscriptions 
to CS periodicals, help pay for learning opportunities at a 
CS facility, or to engage a CS nurse.

The Rainbow Valley Ranch organization is supported by 
individuals, churches and family foundations who recognize the 
unique niche we fill in serving the Christian Science community. 
Please help us expand the “Circle of Love” by becoming part of 
our “Circle of Support” and take advantage of the donation enve-
lope included in this mailing.

Thank you in advance for considering this opportunity.

RVR Services
Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Your donations 
enable us to provide services and support 
to individuals labeled with developmental 
disabilities who have chosen Christian 
Science as a way of life.

Provide subscriptions to the Christian 
Science publications including the 
Quarterly, Full Text Bible Lesson, 
Sentinel, and Journal.

Assist with Christian Science practi-
tioner bills.

Find and provide information that 
could lead to more adequate support 
of individual needs, tutoring, training, 
and freedom.

Provide encouragement and direction 
for families by arranging someone to 
talk or correspond with about unique 
approaches to greater independence 
and freedom.

Arrange personal contacts and visits 
with fellow Christian Scientists who 
are interested in supporting progress 
and enrichment for individuals in need.

Provide information to families 
needing to find new living arrange-
ments for individuals in their care.

Provide financial assistance for respite 
and enrichment activities (such as 
tuition for individuals and chaperones 
to attend a family camp for Christian 
Scientists).

Provide one-time financial assistance 
for individuals to make arrangements 
to move to a Christian Science facility, 
which will support their spiritual 
growth, progress, and greater inde-
pendence and freedom.

A Request for Support

Enjoying the horses after a ride around the arena at Cedars Camps

Circle of Love Circle of Support


