
Refl ections

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonpro� t organization. Your donations enable us to provide services and 
support to individuals labeled with developmental disabilities who have chosen Christian Science as a way of life.

Brood o’er us with
Thy shelt’ring wing,
‘Neath which our
spirits blend …
Love by Mary Baker Eddy

T he poem continues, “Like 
brother birds that soar and 
sing, And on the same 

branch bend.” Brother birds on 
the same branch … that’s a family. 
Rainbow Valley Ranch has been 
a family to many people for many 
years, a fact we were all reminded 
of during our trip to Wellspring 
Gardens in Texas this past autumn. 
We shared an early � anksgiving 
dinner, followed by a gratitude ses-
sion which le�  no doubt that the 
love expressed by all made us one

“universal family, held in the gospel 
of Love” (S&H, p. 577).

2014 was a full and ful� lling 
year for RVR, as you will see by the 
summary of our enrichment activi-
ties. With summer camp season 
approaching and a new member 
of the RVR board, 2015 is already 
shaping up to be just as good. Look 
inside for all the details.

We thank you for sharing a 
branch of our family tree and for 
being a part of all the good that con-
tinues to grow and blossom.

News and progress from Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. Spring 2015
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Part of the RVR family during our Autumn 2014 trip to Texas and Wellspring Gardens

With one Father, even 

God, the whole family of 

man would be brethren;

S&H by Mary Baker Eddy



News from the Board Chair

2014 
Enrichment

$516
Subscriptions to Christian 
Science publications

$1,000
Moves to Christian Science 
care facilities

$1,145
Contact visits to provide 
Christian Science support and 
companionship

$2,000
Respite for families

$4,000
Christian Science Practitioner 
and Nursing bills

$4,561
Tutoring

$13,682
Enrichment events and trips

$18,383
Christian Science family 
camps

Total

$45,287

Get ready for camp!
Beginning with Labor Day weekend and through the summer we’ll be 
helping several of our friends attend summer camps for Christian Scientists. 
In May, our volunteers will accompany a group to the Labor Day weekend 
program at Cedars Camps in Missouri. In August, we are providing � nan-
cial support for several friends to attend a full six-day family camp program 
at Cedars, and we are also providing assistance for an individual to join his 
family at the family camp session at Camp Newfound.

Introducing our newest program
We have been working closely with the sta�  at Adventure Unlimited’s 100 
Elk Outdoor Center in Buena Vista, Colo., to create an outdoor educa-
tion program tailored to the special needs of our constituents. � e goal of 
this unique education program, which will be held during the o� -season 
periods at the A/U ranches and o� ered to schools and private groups, is 
that each student will come away from their experience with a height-
ened awareness of those around them, a sense of self-worth and accom-
plishment, and a new appreciation of teamwork. We deeply appreciate 
the alignment between the mission of RVR and the stated mission of 
the 100 Elk program which is, “revealing the possibilities within.” We 
will be taking a group to the program in October. Please contact me at 
todd@rainbowvalleyranch.org for further information.

And you can help …
Tuition costs for these wonderful programs ranges from $230 to $850 per 
person depending on the length of the program. In addition to covering 
tuition for campers and chaperones, we also provide � nancial assistance for 
their travel. We deeply appreciate everyone’s contribution to this impor-
tant work and invite you to use the enclosed envelope to help us cover 
these costs.

Good news and gratitude …
An important part of our mission is to provide � nancial assistance to spe-
cial needs persons and their families to help with CS practitioner fees, CS 
nursing support, subscriptions to Christian Science periodicals, personal 
visits from RVR sta� , and to help with moving to a CS care facility. We are 
deeply grateful for the members of the Christian Science Society of Solvang, 
California for their generous support of these funds. If you are aware of 
a family that can bene� t from this type of support, please contact me via 
email at todd@rainbowvalleyranch.org.

Together after a presentation by Todd at the Austin ChurchTo
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Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc.

P.O. Box 768
Warrensburg, NY 12885

518-668-3668
rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com
www.rainbowvalleyranch.org

Staff 

Todd Herzer
President
Sandra McNeill
Business Manager

Board of Directors

Rich Clarke
Colorado

Je� rey Cornelius
Illinois

Brady Fyfe
Missouri

Gary Mercer
Maryland

Bonniesue Wadleigh
Illinois

Heather Woodman
Maryland

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email, send us a message at rainbowvalleyranch@yahoo.com

facebook.com/
RainbowValleyRanch

twitter.com/
4theranch
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A heartfelt thank you …
� ree highly valued board members transitioned o�  the board in the past 
several months—Ann Voges, Sharon Carper, and Joy Schmoll. We are 
deeply grateful for their dedicated and loving service on the board, and we 
are especially happy that each will continue supporting RVR as volunteers.

And a warm welcome!
We are happy to announce that Rich Clarke has 
been appointed to the RVR board. Rich recently 
retired a� er ten years of service with Adventure 
Unlimited—DiscoveryBound. During his tenure 
he served in key leadership positions including 
CEO of the corporation and member of the Board 
of Trustees. Most recently he served as CEO of the 
Foundation for A/U. Rich also has over 30 years of 

experience as a senior executive with several national brands in the food 
and beverage industry, serving in numerous positions including CEO and 
COO. Rich brings a solid background in non-pro� t leadership and develop-
ment, and a sincere dedication to supporting the Christian Science commu-
nity whom we serve.

Celebrating 30
Wonderful Years

with RVR!

Sandy McNeill has been with 
Rainbow Valley Ranch since 

its founding in 1984, and we are 
honored to take this opportu-
nity to thank her for her stead-
fast service and heartfelt com-
mitment to the organization 
and the people we serve. At our 
� anksgiving gratitude session 
at Wellspring Gardens, Sandy 

shared, “It’s an amazing journey 
of how I came to RVR. � is has 
been a wonderful family for a 
long time.” We couldn’t agree 
more! As the RVR Business 
Manager, Sandy has truly been 
the oil keeping RVR running—
the oil of “Consecration; charity; 
gentleness; prayer; heavenly 
inspiration” (S&H, p. 592).

Thank you, Sandy!

Bonniesue Wadleigh



Some dear people in the RVR 
family passed on in 2014. We 
celebrate their lives and joy-

fully acknowledge the sel� ess con-
tributions they made to RVR. � eir 
expressions of love and the resultant 
blessings continue unabated.

Susan Vincent served Rainbow 
Valley Ranch when it was a resi-
dence in Hadley, NY, and also more 
recently by attending family camp 
with the former Ranchers for sev-
eral summers. Susan’s deep and self-
less love, her profound listening, her 
over� owing joy, and her commit-
ment to giving to others permeated 

her life and her work, and blessed us 
all greatly.

Phil Horowitz’s sweet and gentle 
presence and sincere love were an 
immense blessing for RVR and 
Wellsprings Gardens, both of which 
he called his home and family. Phil 
worked as a Residence Counselor 
Assistant at RVR from 1999 to 
2002. A� er helping Sandy in the 
RVR o�  ce for a year, he joined 
Wellspring Gardens, where he was 
a willing and humble worker for ten 
years.

Tom Reed was immensely sup-
portive and encouraging to June 

and Doug Dickinson and Joy Parker 
when Rainbow Valley Ranch was 
just beginning. Tom served on the 
board from 1983 to 2011. Tom loved 
the Ranchers deeply and took time 
a� er every board meeting to visit 
with each of them. He also joined us 
at family camp for many years, and 
was a proli� c photographer of all 
the good going on at RVR.

We continue to love Susan, Phil, 
and Tom, we thank them for all they 
have shared with us, and we are 
blessed to know them for eternity!

Nicole, Susan, Tom, and Margie at
Crystal Lake Camps, 2012

James, Nicole, Jack, and Phil on an 
outing at Cedars Camps, 2013

Tom and Tom at
Crystal Lake Camps, 2012

RVR provides subscriptions to the Christian Science 
publications including the Quarterly, Full Text
Bible Lesson, Sentinel, and Journal.

RVR assists with Christian Science practitioner bills.

RVR fi nds and provides information that could 
lead to more adequate support of individual needs, 
tutoring, training, and freedom.

RVR provides encouragement and direction for 
families by arranging someone to talk or correspond 
with about unique approaches to greater indepen-
dence and freedom.

RVR arranges personal contacts and visits with 
fellow Christian Scientists who are interested in 
supporting progress and enrichment for individuals 
in need.

RVR provides information to families needing to fi nd 
new living arrangements for individuals in their care.

RVR provides fi nancial assistance for respite and 
enrichment activities (such as tuition for individ-
uals and chaperones to attend a family camp for 
Christian Scientists).

RVR provides one-time fi nancial assistance for 
individuals to make arrangements to move to a 
Christian Science facility, which will support their 
spiritual growth, progress, and greater indepen-
dence and freedom.

How RVR helps …

With Love and Gratitude


