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OUR MISSION
Rainbow Valley Resource Network, 
Inc. provides financial assistance, 
information resources, and 
experiential enrichment activities 
that foster spiritual growth for 
families and individuals with 
developmental/special needs, who 
have chosen Christian Science as 
their way of life.

THOSE WE SERVE
Rainbow Valley Resource Network (RVRN) grew out of a 
concept for a creative learning center to benefit those with 
special needs. It originated in 1984, as a residential facility 
called Rainbow Valley Ranch in Hadley, NY. Operating as a 
working farm, the three founders, Doug and June Dickinson 
and their close friend and colleague, Joy Parker, dedicated 
their lives to providing a healing atmosphere for Christian 
Scientists labeled in society as “developmentally disabled”. 
The ranch sold in 2004, and the organization has evolved 
into a nationwide support community of volunteers, 
caregivers and ambassadors dedicated to delivering 
spiritually enriching activities and financial support to 
Christian Science families and their loved ones with 
special needs. 
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A joyous gathering with friends from our sister organization, Wellspring Gardens in Converse, Texas
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WE PROVIDE . . .
• Inspiring enrichment activities at Christian 

Science camps.

• Financial assistance to help with practitioner 
fees, CS nursing assistance, and subscriptions to 
CS publications.

• Contact visits from volunteers to drive our 
constituents to church services and lectures.

• Practical assistance in helping our constituents 
be in touch with practitioners.

• Financial assistance for respite care.

• Soon to be launched online family support 
network to help provide parents in the Christian 
Science community with a platform to exchange 
experiences, inspiration and resources, as they 
deal with their challenges.

PROGRESS UPDATE
We are grateful to report we made strong, measurable progress on all fronts in 2015.

Over the past year we added three new institutional donors and grew the number of individual  
donations by 26%. Overall donations increased by 90% over the two previous years.  

TOTAL FUNDS DISPERSED CONTACT VISITS CHRISTIAN SCIENCE  
CAMP ACTIVITIES

STRATEGIC IMPERATIVES
The RVRN board is focused on three 
strategic imperatives:

1   Broadening awareness throughout
        the Christian Science community 

2   Impacting more families and
       individuals

3   Achieving financial sustainability 
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BLESSINGS ABOUND
RVRN is proud to stand with families and friends, and all Christian Scientists, in absolute defiance against 
virulent impositions of what society labels, “developmental disabilities”. We think of our constituents as 
developmentally abled. Following is one of our many stories we are inspired to share.

My husband and I recently returned from a 
visit with our son, Matthew. We hiked beside 

the Hudson River with his golden retriever. He shared 
favorite internet sites on his recently purchased 
computer. We hung out with friends. He treated us to 
dinner where we discussed the summer wedding plans 
of his older brother—Matt’s excited about the honor of 
serving as Best Man.  

Flying home, we felt sad about the physical distance 
between us, but glad for his sense of independence, 
contentment and completeness. The time with our son 
is probably typical of others with a grown child who has 
moved away. The ordinariness of Matt’s life is cause of 
gratitude, since thirty-five years ago when he was born 
with the label of down-syndrome, there was a limited 
prognosis for his future.

When Matt turned five, while his brother attended 
school just six blocks away, the nearest option for 
Matthew was 60 miles away at the Wyoming State 
Training School. Although boarding was provided at this 
school, we were insistent about tucking Matt into his 
own bed each night. Arrangements were made enabling 
him to make the round trip on a daily basis.  

Then we became aware of the Education for All 
Handicapped Children Act (PL94-142), passed in 1975, 
which established the right of handicapped children to 
an education in the least restrictive setting, thus ending 
any unnecessary isolation. We joined efforts of others 
to have a special education class offered locally. 

They were part of the annual school Christmas 
program, an ordinary event I did not take for granted. 
The plan was for him to sit while they did a dance 
around him. However (unbeknownst to the others), 
having sat through the many rehearsals, Matt, too, had 
memorized the routine. The night of the program he 
spontaneously joined in. As the audience responded 
with laughter and applause, I knew they had a glimpse 
beyond ‘that little down-syndrome boy’ to view a 
coordinated, fun-loving kid!  

Recognizing the latent abilities of our children, a teacher 
offered to coach a Special Olympic ski team. Downhill 
skiing became Matt’s favorite sport, and one our family 
enjoyed together. In the eighth grade he was selected 
to represent Wyoming at the International Special 
Olympics. Unfortunately, it was an opportunity he was 
unable to take advantage of. As educators, his dad and I 
had accepted positions in Alaska and we were moving.

LIVING BEYOND LABELS
By Sandi Eggelston

Eggleston family celebrating Matthew’s High School graduation
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With PL-142, Matt’s education would continue even in 
the remote villages of Alaska. But we were concerned 
about his social life. There would be no Special 
Olympics—no swimming pools, no bowling alleys, 
no skiing. There was, however, volleyball, basketball, 
and wrestling. In Wyoming, with the large number of 
students wanting to participate, school sports was not 
even a consideration. But here he was asked to join. 
He was included in school dances. He used our four-
wheeler to join friends on rides along the beach. 

It is a tradition that all graduates give a speech on 
graduation day. Listening to Matt’s talk, a range 
of emotions swept through us. We’d been feeling 
apprehensive about what the future held for him, 
similar to how we felt when he turned five and began 
his schooling. No way could we have outlined what had 
unfolded for him these past fifteen years! Again, we’d 
take each year one at a time, expectant of good.

Earlier we had visited Rainbow Valley Ranch, a 
residential home for young adults on a large acreage 
in upstate New York with the mission to support 
individuals who depend on Christian Science in 
challenging the label of developmental disability. 
How grateful we felt when we received a call about an 
opening for Matt! 

Initially, we thought RVR would be home for Matt for a 
year or two; those ‘couple’ slipped into nine. When the 
board of Rainbow Valley Ranch sold the property and 
became RVR, Inc. (although their avenue of support 
had changed, their mission remained constant, and 
continues today to support the special needs, spiritual 
growth, and enrichment of individuals), a state agency 

was able to purchase a home on an acre of land for 
‘the ranchers’ in nearby Glens Falls. The move allowed 
Matt to find employment. When we talk to Matt about 
moving closer to us, his response is “New York is my 
home, but I’ll come visit!” His ability to navigate airports 
is another ordinary we are grateful for. 

We have been blessed by Matt and by the kindness of 
people who have touched our lives because of him. 
When I catch myself attempting to label someone, I 
remember how I appreciate Matt’s non-judgmental 
approach to life. I remind myself ‘to do unto others’ 
as I’d have others do to Matthew:  to broaden narrow 
thinking, to look beyond physical traits and stereotypes 
in order to regard the individual.  

Matthew remains actively involved with RVRN and recently attended 
an event at Cedars Camp.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rich Clarke, Colorado 
Brady Fyfe, Missouri

Bonniesue Wadleigh, Illinois
Heather Woodman, Maryland

Chairman and President
Todd Herzer, Colorado

“We have been blessed by Matt 
and by the kindness of people 
who have touched our lives  
because of him.”


