
Reflections
Brother clasps the 
hand of brother, 
Stepping fearless 
through the night

Hymn 351

K nowing you’re not alone … there 
is a lot of power in that idea. We 
lean on the ever-presence of Divine 

Love for courage, direction, understanding, 
healing, and growth. It feels right and safe to 
trust God, who “holds us perfect in His love” 
(Hymn 144).

And as reflections of that love, we know 
that the simple act of reaching out to hold 
someone’s hand can be an expression of care, 
compassion, and support that meets a human 
need. Take a look at the photo on the back of 
this issue. It was taken shortly after reuniting 
at the airport en route to family camp—and 
what a family we were! We may not have seen 
each other for awhile, but we were imme-
diately ready to lean in close, hold hands, 
and dish out huge hugs. Your donations, 
interest, and support brings this growing 
family together again and again, and we are 
immensely grateful.

We hope you’ll join hands with us if you 
haven’t already. Turn the page to read about 
recent experiences at Christian Science 
family camps and to enjoy more photos—
with more warm embraces!

Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your donations enable us to provide services and 
support to individuals labeled with developmental disabilities who have chosen Christian Science as a way of life.

News and progress from Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. Autumn 2014

Walking hand in hand at Cedars Family Camp, Lebanon, Missouri

“As in water face answereth to face,” 
and in love constituents clasp hands, so 
the oneness of God includes also His 
presence with those whose hearts unite 
in the purposes of goodness.

Miscellaneous Writings, p. 152



Thank you, Cedars!

A Psalm by Liz
You do the right thing
because
I bless you.

I bless you when you swim.
I ask you to do the things you like, 
with safety!

I ask you if you had a good day
And
You say, “yes!”

You like to do everything you do
because
You like to think about God
as you do it.

Written during Bible class at Cedars

ear Warren and Gay,
On behalf of Rainbow Valley Ranch, its staff and 
the people we serve, I would like to thank you 
for your gracious inclusion of our RVR family at 

Memorial Weekend Family Camp. We had an amazing 
time with you all. The variety of both enjoyable and edu-
cational events sure kept us hoppin’! From learning about 
Bible characters, listening to inspiring talks, and beading 
necklaces, to zip lining, fishing, and swimming … from 
water sliding, square dancing, and horseback riding to 
nature walks, hymn sings, and great food, we absolutely 
loved every moment of our stay. Your staff was gracious, 
patient, and ever so consistently kind to us all. Thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts.

Love,

Bonniesue
RVR Board Chair

D



Happy Campers
by Todd Herzer, RVR President

One of the highlights of my 
year thus far was accom-
panying our RVR family 

members—including several former 
Ranchers (those who lived at the 
original Rainbow Valley Ranch)—
during Memorial Weekend Family 
Camp at Cedars this past May.

Each year RVR provides oppor-
tunities for special needs individ-
uals to attend Christian Science 
camps. RVR makes arrangements 
for people to go as a group accom-
panied by chaperones, and also 
helps fund individuals to attend 
camp with their own families. In 
addition to Cedars in May, RVR 
provided funding for a family to 
attend Cedars in August and for 
an individual to join his family at 
Camp Newfound. Spending a few 
days in an atmosphere of love and 
prayerful support with Christian 
Scientists has a huge impact on our 
friends. We are so grateful to all of 
the Christian Science camps who 
welcome our family, and to you, 

our supporters, who enable RVR to 
provide these services through your 
involvement and donations.

What a delight to watch 
everyone overcome limitations, 
learn new skills, and feel the tender 
embrace of “brother clasping the 
hand of brother.” I had the par-
ticular privilege of serving as 
chaperone for Scott Dickinson at 
Cedars in May (Scott’s parents, 
June and Doug, were the founders 
of Rainbow Valley Ranch). When 
I asked Scott about his favorite 
activity, he responded with a 
drawing of himself and our Board 
chair, Bonniesue, riding horses. 
I love Scott’s imagination, but I 

can assure you 
that no one 
was actually 
standing on 
their horses! 
It really was a 
wonderful expe-
rience for all 
involved, and I 
can’t wait until 
next year!
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Scott shows his amazing skills as a 
basket weaver at Cedars

All in all, Family Camp at Newfound has become a precious part of 

our family experience because of the ways we see that it enriches 

John’s life. This fact brings deep joy to each of us, and your financial 

assistance is so significant in making this possible.

The Casanave Family



Making Plans for ‘GivingTuesday’

Stay tuned to hear about RVR’s plans for participating in 
GivingTuesday coming up on Tuesday, December 2, 2014. 

What is GivingTuesday? As described on www.givingtuesday.org:

We look forward to sharing details soon on how you can be 
involved on GivingTuesday. The best way to stay updated on the 
latest RVR news and to keep in touch with us is to like us on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/RainbowValleyRanch.

RVR Services
Rainbow Valley Ranch, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization. Your donations 
enable us to provide services and support 
to individuals labeled with developmental 
disabilities who have chosen Christian 
Science as a way of life.

Provide subscriptions to the Christian 
Science publications including the 
Quarterly, Full Text Bible Lesson, 
Sentinel, and Journal.

Assist with Christian Science practi-
tioner bills.

Find and provide information that 
could lead to more adequate support 
of individual needs, tutoring, training, 
and freedom.

Provide encouragement and direction 
for families by arranging someone to 
talk or correspond with about unique 
approaches to greater independence 
and freedom.

Arrange personal contacts and visits 
with fellow Christian Scientists who 
are interested in supporting progress 
and enrichment for individuals in need.

Provide information to families 
needing to find new living arrange-
ments for individuals in their care.

Provide financial assistance for respite 
and enrichment activities (such as 
tuition for individuals and chaperones 
to attend a family camp for Christian 
Scientists).

Provide one-time financial assistance 
for individuals to make arrangements 
to move to a Christian Science facility, 
which will support their spiritual 
growth, progress, and greater inde-
pendence and freedom.

And the Survey Says …

We recently conducted a 
survey to better under-

stand how much people know 
about Rainbow Valley 
Ranch. We so appre-
ciate the feedback 
and will be using our 
newsletter and web-
site to do a better job 
of spreading the word 
and sharing our story.

We also asked the 
respondents to review 
our mission and let us 
know if they would 
be willing to put us in touch 
with any families who might 
benefit from our services. We 

are grateful for the respon-
dents who were willing to take 
that step. In addition, a small 

number of respon-
dents indicated that 
they would like to 
volunteer during our 
programs—and that 
put a smile on our 
faces.

The survey is 
still open, so if you 
would like to partici-
pate, you can access 
the survey at https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/
N7FWQZF. Thank you for 
your input!

Together at the airport en route to Family Camp

We have a day for giving thanks. We have two for getting 
deals. Now, we have #GivingTuesday, a global day dedicated 
to giving back. On Tuesday, December 2, 2014, charities, 
families, businesses, community centers, and students around 
the world will come together for one common purpose: 
to celebrate generosity and to give.

“

1 in 10
Not familiar 

with RVR at all

7 in 10
Familiar with 
RVR, but not 
aware of how 
we got started


